
Spring has finally sprung for Castle Hill Country Park 

The land and commuted sum of funds have finally been transferred to us and we have now formed a 

partnership with The Land Trust to manage the site through a community-led approach. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Interview with Philippa and Jack 

How do you feel about your new role? 

I come from a nature conservation and country park background having worked for Natural England 

and Northamptonshire County Council’s Country Park’s team for over 8 years so the role is right up 

my street.  I am very excited to get the opportunity to work with the local community in shaping the 

country park into a great place for walking, playing and learning. I am going to be ably assisted by my 

Cocker Spaniel Jack who will also keep me company on my commute from Yeovil. 

What are your priorities for the Country Park? 

The priorities have been agreed for the next couple of months and work has begun on clearing 

rubbish and old fencing from the country park. My first priority was to conduct a risk assessment  

focusing on the infiltration basins which are essentially vegetated depressions designed to manage 

storm water runoff and help prevent flooding. Where there are culvert pipes and a significant drop 

off on the basins fencing will be erected and where there are steeper sections of bank leading down 

into the basins a kick rail will be put in to identify where there is a change in angle. Management 

responsibility for the basins is now shared between the Land Trust and the Riverdown Park 

Management Company but if you have any concerns about anything relating to them then please 

contact us or Philippa. 

Looking ahead to the autumn, this is when some of the bigger projects will start with paths, car 

parks, signage and eventually more planting when winter comes. There will be plenty of 

opportunities to get involved so if you are interested please get in contact with me through e-mail 

philippacrooke@riverbournecommunityfarm.org.uk or stop for a chat when you  see myself (and 

Jack) as we start work on site.  

 

A new Countryside Ranger, Philippa Crooke, 

has now been appointed by River Bourne 

Community Farm CIC under licence with the 

Land Trust for both the Country Park and the 

Devenish Bradshaw Watermeadows which the 

Farm manages for the benefit of our 

community.  

Philippa will start her new role towards the 

end of April.  
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