
When I first became Education Secretary, almost a year ago, I went around asking everyone I 

met what they wanted for their children. 

The instinctive answer that came back was never about the curriculum or qualifications, vital 

that these are. 

What they wanted first and foremost was for their child to be happy and healthy. 

As a father, that’s what I want for my children, and as Education Secretary, that’s what I want 

for all children in this country. 

Of course, I also want them to be safe and cared for, to have a world-class education and to 

make a successful transition to adulthood, to be fully equipped grown-ups, active members of 

society and to get a job and be able to provide for themselves and, in time, their own children. 

I also want more than that for our children. I want them to lead a fulfilling life. I want them to 

enjoy learning, to read for pleasure, to be excited by music and drama, to be curious about the 

world and people around them. 

But when we are young, how do we know what we will like, what interests we will have and 

what challenges we might want to take on? 

I regularly hear from teachers that it’s important that children have the chance to try things 

out, to get a taste of the world around them, to see and do things that they wouldn’t normally 

do, or go to places they wouldn’t normally go and to meet people they wouldn’t normally 

meet. 

These things are important because a world-class education is about much more than 

qualifications: it’s also about your character and wellbeing. 

We develop our character from taking on challenges and pursuing our interests, by doing 

things that are worth doing even when they are difficult and which may not give us an 

immediate reward. 

On a visit to St Werburgh’s Primary School earlier this year, I was particularly struck by their 

activity passport, which was inspired by the National Trust’s ’50 things to do before you’re 

11 ¾’ list. 

That’s why we have produced this list of activities which we think children will enjoy and 

can learn from. They may find something they want to come back to again and again, but I 

hope that, whatever they do, they will enjoy them. 
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