
All Welcome at Sneak Preview of New Country Park 

 

Laverstock and Ford Parish Council and some of our many Country Park supporting Community 

Organisations invite you to take a stroll up to Castle Hill Country Park on Saturday 15th of September. 

The Country Park will be opening up for business over the next few months just as soon as the 

finishing touches are put to new play parks and landscaped earthworks by the Barratt Homes who 

currently own the site. Then it will be over to us to establish the first Green Flag Standard Country 

Park for the Salisbury area. To give people an idea of what is in store there will be a temporary trail 

with information points along the way from 10 am to 2 pm. Refreshments including some barbecue 

treats will be rustled up by 23rd Salisbury Scout Group who have already been busy assessing the 

landscapes of the Country Park and plan to get stuck in with other projects as they develop. Along 

the trail there will be information on the first Dog Agility Course for the area, a new woodland to 

commemorate the Centenary of the end of the First World War, Iron Age Play villages designed by 

Greentrees and St Marks Junior Schools, community art installations led by Kerry Lemon and 

opportunities to go on mini wildlife safaris with local naturalist Penny Theobald.  

David Burton, the Parish Councillor leading the project said: 

 “ We have had years of trials and tribulations but it is so exciting to begin to actually get on the 

ground with the community and enjoy creating the Country Park together. The views from Castle Hill 

are truly breath taking as is the wildlife spectacle throughout the year so bring your cameras and 

your binoculars!” 

Castle Hill Country Park is over 135 acres in extent and runs from Bishopdown Common and St 

Marks Path on the boundary of Salisbury City and Laverstock and Ford Parish to Green Lane on the 

edge of Ford Village. Once established it will feature coppiced woodland, downland, hedgerows, 

wildflower meadows, community supported agriculture, traditional orchards and wetland habitats. 

There is also are rich archaeological heritage on the Country Park including the field markings from 

hundreds of Iron Age huts associated with the nearby Old Sarum ancient fortification. The Country 

Park is to be managed by Laverstock and Ford Parish Council in partnership with the Land Trust, the 

national charity that specialises in caring for green spaces with local communities.  


