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15th September 2017 

 
Dear Parents/Carers           

 

This year we will be holding a Harvest Festival assembly for the children on Thursday 28th September 2017.  A 
member from the Trussell Trust will be giving a talk to the children about the Trussell Trust and harvest. 

 
Please will you assist the work of Salisbury foodbank by bringing tinned or dried food for our Harvest Festival at 
school on the morning of the 28th September.  Urgently needed items are vegetables (Tinned), meat (Tinned), rice 
(500g or 1kg) sugar (500g) fruit (Tinned), fruit juice (Long –life) or Pulses (Tinned), potatoes (Tinned) or chocolate 
bars.  All food needs to be in date and undamaged please. 
 
The foodbank was established in South Wiltshire during 2000 and was given the Queen’s Jubilee for service to the 
community in 2003.  It was set up by The Trussell Trust (Registered Charity No 1110522), a charity based on Christian 
principles, which is committed to launching life changing, sustainable community based projects. 
 
The foodbank provides short term emergency food to people in crisis.  Food is given as an intervention strategy which 
allows care professionals, such as Church Pastoral Workers, Health Visitors, Social Services etc, time to put longer 
term measures in place.  In 2014 the foodbank distributed over 38 tonnes of food to 4,054 people, of which 1,563 
were children.  People are given enough food for at least 3 days.  Food is distributed at the foodbank centre in the 
Elim Church on Dews Rd and by our van which provides a rural service across South Wiltshire. In the centre we also 
offer access and signposting to other services, such as debt counselling, housing support and careers advice.  It is 
open Monday to Friday from 11am to 2pm. The foodbank also provides bulk food for other charities to provide cooked 
meals for people. 
 
Food for the project is collected at supermarkets and by churches, schools, community groups and many individuals.  
In 2014 churches and schools donated towards a total 13.7 tonnes of food at Harvest festival and as a result we were 
able to meet the increase in demand last year. 
 
Food is always desperately needed to underpin this initiative. We hope at this year’s Harvest you will invest in the 
foodbank by bringing a tin, a carton or packet of dried food, which can be used to support local people in crisis. 
 
 
Thank you 
 
The Trussell Trust and Mr Ray Picton 
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